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Introduction

The principal objective of the project is the develo-
pment of an ocean observatory made up of a cross-
frontier infrastructure of ocean observation and by
an extensive network of operational oceanography
based on the monitoring and prediction of the
ocean environment through the use of numerical
models and the construction and development of
new oceanographic-meteorological platforms.

The project has a clear goal of structurization in
regard to the consolidation of operational oceano-
graphy of the Iberian Margin given the economic
importance of the activities developed in these
zones (maritime transport, leisure, fishing, marine
accidents, etc.), which will benefit and be streng-
thened through the information, services and
products provided by the observatory.

The consolidation of this infrastructure dedicated
to the observation of the marine environment will
place Galicia and Northern Portugal amongst the
leading regions of the world in respect of the level
of monitoring and modelling of the coastal zone.
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Objectives

> Development of new technologies that will allow
construction, completion and consolidation of
cross-frontier ocean observation

> Adapt and validate operational ocean models that
reproduce the regional ocean dynamics,

DEstablish a platform of cross-frontier inter-
operability for the management and distribution
of the data.

PDevelop a management model for the cross-
frontier ocean observatory.

> Develop and implement a wide range of products
for the end users (current and mixing predictions,
spill propagation models, larval dispersion models,
sea state prediction, water quality forecasting
etc.)

It is intended to achieve the consolidation of a
marine observatory in which both operational insti-
tutes and end users will participate to ensure the
long term continuity of the system and to improve
the trans-national organization and coordination of
operational oceanography.

The improved knowledge of the marine environment
in the cross-frontier region of Galicia and Northern
Portugal will have a positive impact in environmental,
economic and scientific areas such as maritime safety,
the inter-tidal zone, the quality of coastal waters,
conservation of the coast, and so on.
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